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Let me steal this moment from you now
SOPHIE BUENO-BOUTELLIER
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Freymond-Guth Fine Arts is pleased to announce a solo show with new works by
Sophie Bueno-Boutellier (*1974, F, lives in Berlin). This will be Sophie Bueno-
Boutellier‘s second solo presentation at the gallery.

One of the unique qualities that the works of Sophie Bueno-Boutellier‘s latest exhi-
bition ,,Let me steal this moment from you now* contains is the diversity of reading
they offer and many references they draw without being explicit.

At first, there are formal elements around a personal discussion and survey of pain-
terly possibilities. Bueno-Boutellier’s work, reminiscent in its appearance to Mini-
malism and in its materiality to the Arte Povera movement, moves on the verge of
painting, sculpture and installation. The work is at once the method of its production,
a picture of the moment and not of the timelessness. It is formally defined by its
materiality and methods, by color and substance, by draping and layering, scraping
and spraying as well as by strenuous physical action- when the artist moves the large
canvases around the walls and floor of her studio.

From the multitude of processes Bueno-Boutellier applies, one defining element is
the layering- both consisting in the treatment of the surfaces but also by the actual
many layers of canvas that are assembled on top of one another. The layer of her
paintings is therefore not an irrevocable and absolute surface but the continuation
of a layer. What one sees is the process of an emergence and not a clear reference to
an origin. What one is experiencing are the means of the painting and molding which
penetrate simultaneously into the surface of the picture: overlapping, folds, curves
and corners arise on the surface.

A similar quality can be found in Bueno-Boutellier‘s spatial installations that consist
of painted canvases similar to the ones used for her other works, and of everyday
materials, subtly changed, that are partly casted in loam or plaster and are delicately
arranged together to strictly ordered structures.

On the level of content, Bueno-Boutellier‘s work at first provide little clearly identi-
fiable threads, but draw lose literary, musical or philosophical alliterations through
their titles. The title of this exhibition ,,L.et me steal this moment from you now* for
example is a taken from the song ,,Running up that hill“ by Kate Bush and describes
the struggle of departing, letting go and the fight for autonomy of positions.



This motif offers a reading of Bueno-Boutellier‘s work that especially with the latest
series of paintings seems particularly adequate. It is the question of abandonment
and autonomy, dependence and needing in a relationship - the subjective, intimate
and fragile relationship between an artist and his or her oeuvre. It is here, where in
Bueno-Boutellier‘s works process and materiality converge: the traces of physical
and material processes the works reveal in this context seem like traces of becoming
one with the work, where the action of painting penetrates the surface and unites
with the material, both formally as well as conceptually.

Stepping away from the individual work, this can be seen as one founding element
of Bueno-Boutellier‘s oeuvre, where such questions of autonomy or the inscribing of
a subjective experience into a foreign material are to be found as a repetitive motif,
a formal and intellectual gesture that always remains unanswered, but at its most
extreme becomes evident in her current show. This exhibition much contains an
impression of a radical confrontation, and where in previous works formal elements
such as the folding may distracted from a purely painterly position, the new works do
not offer any such chances to hide.
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